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THE VIRGIN BIRTH 


By OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D., LITT.D., F.R.G.S. 
Pastor of The People’s Church, Toronto, Canada 


Was Jests Christ born of a virgin, or did He have a human 
father? What say the Scriptures? ‘To the law and to the 


testimony: if they speak not 


because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20). 


according to this word, it is 


|. The Scriptures Affirm That He< 


- Was Born of a Virgin 
“Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, 
any they shall call His name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, 


God with us’ (Matt. 1:23). This 
predictiogg given by God through 
Isaiah, @ quoted by Matthew in 


connection with the birth of Jesus 
Christ. He was born of a virgin. 


“And Jacob, begat Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom was 
born Jesus, who is called Christ’’ 
(Matt. 1:16). Note, if you will, the 
change in expression. All the oth- 
ers “beget” but it does not say that 
Joseph “beget” Jesus; it is now 
“Joseph the husband of Mary, of 
whom was born Jesus.” 


“Before they came _ together,” 
Mary and Joseph, “she was found 
with child” (Matt. 1:18). But how 
did she get that way? Joseph, 
knowing that he was not respon- 
“to put her away” 
and not to let her suffer publicly. 
But God spoke to him in a dream 
and told him to marry her, for, 
said the angel, “that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost’ 
(Matt. 1:18-20). And in describing 
her predicament Matthew says that 
“she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost.’ Not of some Roman 
soldier, but “of the Holy Ghost.” 
Jesus Christ did not have a human 
father. He was not born of natural 
conception. 


“Joseph .... took unto him his 
wife, and knew her not till she had 
brought forth her first born son: 
and he called His name JESUS” 
(Matt. 1:25). How clear! How 
plain! Such language cannot be 
misunderstood. The Bible certainly 
intends us to understand that Je- 
sus Was Virgin born. 

When Gabriel said to Mary, 


At Last! 


New Book, "PRAYER — ASKING 
AND RECEIVING" Should Be 
Ready by the Time Your Orders 


Get Here. $1.25 each or Free with 


3 1-Year Subscriptions to ‘Sword’ 


The waiting has been tedious, 
but the Brethren Publishing Com- 
pany in Elgin, Illinois, printing and 
binding the new book, “PRAYER— 
ASKING AND RECEIVING” by 
Editor John R. Rice, tell us that all 


is. going according to schedule. 


Then copies of the book should be 
ready for us Friday, November 13, 
or a little before. We believe by go- 
ing after the books we can have 
them ready to mail by the time 
your order can reach us after read- 
ing this issue of The Sword of the 
Lord. 


Chapter Titles of the Big Book 


The twenty-one chapters of the 
large book are as follows: 

1. A Prayer-Hearing God 

2. Why Pray? | 

3. Prayer Is Asking 
4. The Answer to Prayer Is Re- 
5 
6 
7 


ceiving 
. Praying for Daily Bread 
Bread for Sinners 


NN 
“4 


“Thou shalt conceive in thy: womb 
and bring forth a son,’ amazed, 
she responded, ‘“‘How shall this be, 
seeing I know not a man?” “The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,” 
answered Gabriel, “and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee: therefore also that holy thing 
that shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God” (Luke 1: 
31-35). 

And now let us turn to Luke 3: 
23. “And Jesus Himself began to 
be about thirty years of age, being 
(as was supposed) the son of Jo- 
seph.” Note, if you will, the words, 
“as was supposed,” for these words 
are in the text. He was not the son 
of Joseph even though among His 
friends and neighbours it was gen- 
erally supposed-ethat He was. He 
was the son of Mary and the Son 
of God. He was born of a virgin. 


In Gen. 3:15,: Jesus Christ is 
spoken of as the seed of the wom- 


an; and in Gal. 474, Paul says that? 


“God sent forth His Son, made of 
a woman.” Strange, is it not, that 
He should always be spoken of as 
the woman’s seed if He was the 
seed of the man as well as the 
woman. But the Bible makes no 
mistake. He was “made of a wom- 
an” but not of man. 

John says “The Word was made 

(Continued on page four) 


All-Star Contrib- 
utors to ‘Sword’ 


in 1942 


Gipsy ath, Evangelist Hyman 


Appelman, Dr. H. A. Ironside, Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour Charles E. 
Fuller, Dr. Oswald J. Smith, Dr. 
George W. Truett, Dr. Robert G. 
Lee, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Rev. Mer- 
ril T. MacPherson, Dr. W. B. Riley, 
Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, R. G. Le- 
Tourneau, and Many Others of 
America's Leading Soul Winners 
and Greatest) Gospel Preachers 
Have Had Full Length Gospel Ser- 
mons in ‘The Sword of the Lord’ 
This Year! 


The year 1942 is not gone, but 
we believe that informed Christians 
who know the greatest soul win- 
ners and the God-anointed preach- 
ers who are the most greatly loved 
in America and Canada will be as- 
tonished when they realize that we 
have been able to secure the con- 
tributions of God’s best men in 
The Sword of the Lord. We believe 
that no Evangelistic weekly in 
America can begin to compare with 
The Sword of the Lord—nor any 
monthly magazine—in the full 

gospel messages published 
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Christians Watching Jesus Die 


“And Sitting Down They Watched Him There’ — Matt. 27:36 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


The Pharisees sat down to watch Jesus die. All that long, 
bitter day the multitudes assembled at Jerusalem for the 
Passover season crowded about that little hill called “Gol- 


gotha”—the place of a skull—to see the spectacle of J esus | 
Christ, God’s Son, dying between two thieves on a Roman | 


cross. Jews and Gentiles, Pharisees, Sadducees, members of 
the Sanhedrin, Jewish scribes and doctors of the law, the 
brutal soldiers, the raging mob, multiplied thousands, rep- 
resenting all humanity, watched Jesus die. Roman captains 
and soldiers, governors, and the mob of common people, 
mocking, laughing, weeping, awe-smitten, watched Jesus 
die. Saints and sinners mingled as that greatest event in hu- 
man history took place. The weeping mother of Jesus, the 
beloved disciple John, Mary Magdalene, Joseph of Arima- 
thaea, and other wayward disciples, watched Jesus die, as 
did Pilate and the centurion and the soldiers and the mob 
and the dying thieves. A cross-section of all the human 
race, representing every man, woman, and child who should 
ever be born, was there to see Jesus die. 


The death of Christ was con- 


summated in the mind of God be- 
fore the world began. Revelation 
13:8 mentions Christ as “a Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the 
world.” Hebrews 6:6 tells us that 
enlightened and convicted sinners 
who deliberately reject Christ, 
“crucified to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame.” Now, the crucifixion of 
Christ is not finished. Everywhere 
that sinners ~thear the gospel and 
reject it, the dear Saviour is hated 
and scorned and bruised and nailed 
again to the cross. Thus, Christ 
died for every person who ever 
lived. His blood paid for my sins 
and yours. And in some sense, then, 
every creature who ever lived or 
eve — live was represented there 
at the cross of Christ. 

Let us sit down, then, with the 
gaping multitude and look on while 
Jesus, the Son of God, the Saviour 
of the world, gives His life as a 
ransom for sinners! And remember 


; 


this well; your reaction to the 
death of Christ proves whether you 
are for God, or for Satan, for 
Heaven or for Hell. The whole 
heart and mind is revealed: in a 
moment if we but know what is 
your attitude toward the dying Son 
of God and Son of man, our Sav- 
iour. 


Matthew’s Gospel gives the story 
thus: 


“And when they were come un- 
to a place called Golgotha, that 
is to say, a place of a skull, 


“They gave him vinegar to 
drink mingled with gall: and 
when he had tasted thereof, he 
would not drink. 

“And they crucified him, and 
parted his garments, casting 
lots: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the proph- 
et, They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my ves- 
ture did they cast lots. 


? 


“And sitting down they 
watched him there; 

“And set up over his head his 
accusation written, THIS IS JE- 
SUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

“Then there were two thieves 
crucified with him, one on the 
right hand, and another on the 
left. 

“And they that passed by re- 
viled him, wagging their heads. 

“And saying, Thou that de- 
stroyest the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, save thyself. 
If thou be the Son of God, come 
down from the cross. 

“Likewise also the chief 
priests mocking him, with the 
scribes and elders, said, 


“He saved others; himself: he 
cannot save. If he be the King of 
Israel, let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will be- 
lieve him. 

“He trusted in God; let him de- 
liver him now, if he will have 
him: for he said, I am the Son 
of God, 

“The thieves also, which were 
crucified with him, cast the same_ 
in his ‘teeth. = 


* ¢ & 


“Jesus when he had cried 
again with a loud voice, yielded 
up the ghost. 


* £¢ & & 


“Now when the centurion, and 
they that were with him, watch- 
ing Jesus, saw the earthquake, 
and those things that were done, 
they feared greatly, saying, Tru- 
ly this was the Son of God. 

“And many women were there 
beholding afar off, which fol- 
lowed Jesus from Galilee, minis- 
tering unto him: 

“Among which was Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s children. 

(Continued on page two) 


Eight-Day Meet for Soul Winners Nov. 8- 15 | 


Program for Conference on Evangelism at Bethany Reformed Church, I1 1th Place and Perry Ave,, Chi- 
cago, November 8-15. Pastors, Evangelists, Soul Winners, Christians Come for Revival Fire. 


Pastors are writing they plan to be at the Ministers’ 
i 23, Supper Thursday night, November 12th, at the great Con- 


ference on Evangelism November 8-15, at Bethany Re- 
formed Church, Chicago. Hundreds of letters have gone 
out. About 17,000 circulars have been distributed, Ad- 
vertisements in Moody Monthly and The Sword of the 
Lord have told the story. Announcements will be made 
on WMBI and on the Christian Business Men’s program. 
Much prayer, planning and preparation has been done. We 
expect a marvelous attendance and confidently look for an 
abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit and flaming up 
of revival fires in our midst. 


Speakers 


Look at the remarkable 
list of speakers and Chris- 
tian musicians who have 
promised to take part on this 
great eight day program to 
advance revivals and soul 
winning: 

Dr. Oswald J. Smith, pas- 
tor People’s Church, Toronto, 
Canada, evangelist, author of 
many books, missionary lead- 
er. 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, ~ 
fervent Southern Baptist ~ 
evangelist, remarkable soul — 
winner, 
sas (formerly pastor First 

Baptist  eaubai: Little Rock, 


Pine Bluff, Arkan- 4 
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Bill | Rice _ Chelsea Siickinell: 


OP ongelistic Team Formed 
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EVANGELIST BILL RICE 
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William H. Rice, young evange- 
list sponsored by The Sword of the 
‘is the brother of the editor. 
He has been very busy in evange- 
_listic work since the spring, and 
' has engagements through Decem- 
| ber 13th. Recently Chelsea Stock- 
} _ well sang for him in a revival cam- 
|  paign in Indiana: Both felt that 
7 God richly blessed their working 
| together. After a period of earnest 
prayer both felt clearly that God 
- wanted them to work together. 
Each has separate engagements 
this year, but after the middle of 
‘January, they expect to work to- 
_ gether regularly as a team. 


Chel Stockwell, like my brother 
=. Bill, is twenty-nine years old, 
a. married, with a daughter, Peggy, 
| five years old. He has studied voice 
- and harmony under good instruc- 
tors. Before entering the Lord’s 
work as a gospel singer, he wrote 
Several popular songs that gained 
Tetognition an d were played by 
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SINGER CHELSEA STOCKWELL 


travelling bands over the country. 
With a consecrated voice, with a 
real passion for souls, -colorful, 
really Christian -personality, he 
sings with great blessing. These 
two young evangelists, will book 
engagements together for dates af- 


ter the middle of January. They 


believe all the fundamentals of the 
faith. They do not set a price on 
their services, but expect to go 
trusting the Lord, their needs to 
be supplied by the offerings of the 
people as they are led of God. 


We are glad to add Chel Stock- 
well to our Sword of the Lord fam- 


ily. The Rice-Stockwell party will 
be sponsored by The Sword of the 
Lord, and they will sell our books 
and take subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord. Any one who 
is interested in the services of these 
fervent and useful young men of 


God may address inquiries to Rev. 
William H. Rice, 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


314 Naperville 


“And when Joseph had taken 

the body, he wrapped it in a 

clean linen cloth. 

“And laid it in his own new 

tomb, which ‘he had hewn out in 

the rock: and he rolled a great 

stone to the door of the sepul- 

chre, and departed. 

“And there was Mary Magda- 

lene, and the other Mary, sitting 

Over against the. sepulchre.”’ 

. —— Matthew 27:33-44, 50, 54-61. 

Every kind of Christian and ev- 
ery kind of sinner was present at 
the crucifixion of Christ. Let us 
then prayerfully take some repre- 
sentatives from that great multi- 
tude and see with what eyes and 
what hearts they watched Jesus 
die. And will you, dear reader, ex- 
amine your own heart and find who 
represented you that day, sitting 
down or standing near, before the 
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> Let us see the Christians at the 

» cross. First, a little band of inner 

3 ;. ; circle Christians, true to Christ, 
~very near the cross, comforting the 
~ Saviour’s heart. Second, Joseph of 
_ Arimathaea, a disciple, ‘but a cow- 
aly one who never gave a tes- 
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Christians Watching Jesus Die 


(Continued from page one) 


“When the even was come, 
there came a rich man of Ari- 
mathaea, named Joseph, who al- 
so himself was Jesus’ disciple: 

“He went to Pilate, and begged 
the body of Jesus. "Then Pilate 
commanded the body to be de- 


timony or stood up boldly for Jesus 
until He died. And third, Simon Pe- 
ter, the poor backslider who had 
lost his joy, his testimony, his as- 
but was still dear to 


surance, 
Christ. 


May every one of us who has 
trusted Christ and committed his 
soul to Him, examine himself care- 
fully as we consider the saved peo- 
ple who were present at the cru- 


cifixion. 


|, First, There Was a Little Group 


of Inner Circle Christians. John 
and Mary Stood Near the Cross 
John 19:25-27 tells us: 


‘Now there stood by the cross of 
Jesus his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary ‘the wife of Cleophas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When. Jesus 
therefore saw his mother, and the 
whom he 
loved, he saith unto his mother, 
Woman, behold thy son! Then saith 
he to the disciple, Behold thy moth- 
er! And from that hour that dis- 
ciple took her unto his own home.” 
Saviour 
must have been comforted that 
John the Beloved was so near. Just 
last night at the Last Supper John 
had laid his head upon the breast 
of the Saviour. Now he stands near 
the cross with the Saviour’s moth- 
was there, knowing 
for the first time what Simeon had 
meant when he had said to her with 
the baby Jesus in his arms, “Yea, 
a sword shall pierce through thy 
(Luke 2:35). To 
Mary Jesus said, “Woman, behold 
thy son.’ The half-brothers of Je- 
sus, younger that He, were to this 
hour unconverted. We suppose that 
Joseph, her husband, had been dead 
for many years. So Jesus gives 
His beloved mother into the hands 


disciple standing by, 


How the heart of the 


er. And Mary 


own soul also.” 


of John. To John He said, “Son, 


behold thy mother.” And I think 
that John put his arm about the 
} weeping Mary, and comforted her 
with her face upon his shoulder, 
and loved her like a son as he took 


her that day to his own home! | 
And Mary Magdalene was there, 


out of whom Jesus had cast seven 
devils. How dear to the heart of the 
Saviour are some af those re- 


deemed from the mire and dregs of 
sin! Many a drunkard and harlot, 
many an outrageous sinner will 
shine as a jewel bright in the 
crown of our Saviour. And many of 
the most faithful are those who 
were taken from such sin, who 
were forgiven much and so who 
loved much. 

Alas, there were so few of the 
inner circle by the cross that day! 
Peter was a witness of Christ’s suf- 
ferings, but he stood afar off. The 
other disciples have deserted and 
fled and may not, we suppose, have 
yet returned to that little group 
near the cross. Where are the mul- 


| titudes who saw Jesus baptized in 


Jordan? Where are the many bap- 
tized by His disciples on profession 
of their faith? Where are those 
five thousand He fed in Galilee? 
Where are the lame He has healed 
and the blind to whom He has giv- 
en sight and the lepers He has 
cleansed? Where are those who 
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David” as He rode into Jerusalem 


‘a few days ago? Were none of 
_these people .saved? 


Oh, yes, there were many who 
had truly been converted under. the 


.ministry of John the Baptist and 


under the ministry of Jesus and 
His disciples. There were believers 
scattered throughout that great 
throng that day, but only a few 
stood near the cross. There were 


so it is today. So it will always be. 


go to a place to pray. 


the chamber where the 


vels! 


of the few? 


Near the cross! Fanny Crosby 
“Jesus, keep me near the 
and multiplied thousands 
have sung it as a prayer. But are 
you really near the cross of Christ 
today ? They could hear the drip- 
ping of His blood and see it form 
a dirty pool on the ground, They 
saw it trickle down the naked side 
and drip off the toes; they saw it 
oozing from the spikes through 
His hands and through His ankles; 
they saw it gush in a Sacrificial 
fountain when the spear was thrust 
into His side! They heard the sighs, 
the groans of the Saviour. They 
saw the agony of His face when 
God would not listen to Him, but 
let Him die as any sinner might, 
“My God, my 


wrote, 
cross” 


when He prayed, 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ 


They saw His lips, feverish and 
parched, when He begged for wa- 
and they gave him vinegar 
and gall instead. They were near 


ter; 


Jesus when He died! 


Not many Christians are at the 
prayer meeting, and especially if 
it is really spent in prayer. There 
are not many Christians when per- 


secution begins. Oh, what a thin- 


ning out of our churches there 
would be if people must prove their 
Christianity, as they once did, in 
jails and on the rack, and tied to 
the martyr’s post with flames 
about ther, or in the arena cast 


to the wild beasts. 


When a church is about to be 
foreclosed for’ lack of money, not 
many Christians really dig deep 
and give sacrificially. When a re- 


vival effort is on, not many Chris- 


tians fast and pray or weep with 
a broken heart, or ring. doorbells 
and plead with strangers to come 
hear the gospel, or put their arms 
around sinners and walk down the 
aisles with them to claim the Sav- 
iour. Not many Christians have the 
morning watch of earnest devotion 
and prayer and meditation upon 


the Word of God. 


IfJesus were crucified publicly 
in your town ‘oe before the 


great, surging, ta 


only a few of the inner circle. And 


You remember that when Jesus 
went to the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion, only three (Peter, James and 
John) took the long climb with 
Him and saw Him glorified in their 
presence, and speak with .Moses 
and Elijah. But the others shrank 
from such a long climb simply to 


Only three, remember, with the 
mother and father, were taken into 
little 
twelve-year-old girl lay dead, be- 
fore Jesus shut the door and said, 
“Maid, I say unto thee arise.” How 
few, even today, are in the inner 
circle with Jesus and see His mar- 


And again, only these three, Pe- 
ter, James and John, went with Je- 
sus a little beyond the other dis- 
ciples, to pray with Him. Alas, 
even these slept while Jesus prayed. 
And now, the next morning at the 
foot of the cross, Peter has denied 
Jesus, cursing. and swearing and 
saying, “I tell you, I know not the 
man!” and shame-faced, hides far 
off in the crowd. James is not men- 
tioned. Only a few stand true to 
Christ in testing time. Are you one 


unting, laughing 


—— 


multitude, would you be right near 
the cross, an inner circle Chris- 
tian ? 


ll. Joseph of Arimathea, the Chris- 

tian Who Was a Coward and Nev- 

er Let Anybody Know It, 
Watched Jesus Die 


In the Scripture given above, 
Matthew simply says that “there 
came a rich man of Arimathaea, 
named Joseph, who also himself 
was Jesus’ disciple: he went to Pi- 
late, and begged the body of Je- 
sus.” The gospel of; Matthew, we 
suppose, was written during the 
lifetime of Joseph of Arimathaea. 
Here no word of explanation is 
given as to why we had never 
heard his name as a Christian, and 
here we are not told that he was 
a member of the Sanhedrin that 
eonvicted Jesus to death. The ten- 
der Holy Spirit of God Who dictat- 
ed this passage would not bring 
needless shame to Joseph and his 
loved ones by bringing to mind the 
sin of his past. But the gespel of 


A John, written years later when Jo- 


seph had long been dead, tells us 
the secret life. John 19:38 says, 
“And after this Joseph of Arima- 
thaea, being a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly for fear of the Jews, 
besought Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus: and Pilate 
gave him leave. He came there- 
fore, and took the body of Jesus.” 
Joseph of Arimathaea was a dis- 
ciple of Jesus, “but secretly for 
fear of the Jews.’ He had never 
| told anybody! He had never made a 
public confession. He had never 
been baptized. And Mark gives an 
added word, saying here that when 
the even was come, ‘Joseph of 
Arimathaea, an honourable coun- 
sellor, which also waited for the 
kingdom of God, came, and went 
in boldly unto Pilate, and craved 
the body of Jesus.” (Mark 15:43). 

Joseph was a member of the 
Sanhedrin, that is a counsellor, a 
member of the seventy-man court 
which tried Jesus and condemned 
Him to die, but Luke tells-us that 
“the same had not consented to the 
counsel and deed of them” (Luke 
23:51). . 

Could any man truly be saved 
without publicly taking a stand for 
Jesus Christ? Oh, yes, for Joseph 
was such a man. He was a good 
man, a just man, a disciple of Je- 
sus and one who was looking for 
the Kingdom of God. But He was 
a coward. He had never confessed 
Christ openly. 


I imagine Joseph of Arimathaea 
walked back and forth at a dis- 
tance, arguing with a tormenting 
conscience; I imagine that his eyes 
were red-rimmed from a sleepless 
night, and his lips sometimes trem- 
bled as he said to himself: ‘“Jo- 
seph, you’re a coward, a sorry, 
craven coward, ashamed and afraid 
to own your Saviour! Here He dies 
on the cross for you, and you've 
never told a soul that you love 
Him, that you’ve trusted Him, that 
He is your own Saviour, that you 
have given Him your heart. You 
are a coward!” And then I can 
imagine that he answers his own 
accusing conscience, “Yes, but I 
tell you these people are crazy 
with rage! Why, it was illegal for 
the Sanhedrin to meet in the night. 
I didn’t vote for His death! And 
if I had spoken out boldly for Je- 
,| sus, they might have killed me, 
too! My name would have been 
disgraced in Jerusalem; why, I 
would have been cast out of the 
Sanhedrin, no doubt. I might have 
lost all my riches. My family would 
have been disgraced. And besides, 
Nicodemus is also a member of the 
Sanhedrin. Why. didn’t he speak 
up?” And the poor, distraught man 
battled with his own conscience, 
accused by the Spirit of God, until 
the day wore on and at last Jesus 
died, and then the spear was thrust 
into His side and there came out 
blood and water. Then Joseph came 
to his senses. He “came boldly unto 
Pilate and begged the body of Je- 
sus,” and took it down and buried 
it in his own new tomb. The great 
multitudes had not all departed, 
ut Joseph joined John the beloved, 
and Mary the grief-stricken mother 
who could weep no more, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary, 
and together they took down from 
the cross the wounded, pallid, na- 
ked body of-the Saviour Who had 
died for our sins! Imagine the as- 
tonishment of Pilate who may have 
said, “What! are you, Joseph, a 
Christian, too? You, a member of 
the Sanhedrin, are you going to let 


the Saviour?” At last, unashamed, 
Joseph takes his stand for the or 
iour. I think. that proudly he led 


{people publicly know that you love | 
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the little procession to the rich 
sepulchre near-by which he had 
hewn out of stone for himself, and 
there with loving hahds they de- 
posited the body of the Saviour. 
“A disciple of Jesus, but se- 
cretly for fear of the Jews.” How 
many, how many Christians are 
pictured in these words! Some of 
you have trusted the Saviour, but 
you have never claimed it. Youe 
never walked down an aisle, or 
you never stood before a congrega- 
tion, or never took a preacher’s 
hand to signify, openly and public- 
ly, “I have trusted Jesus Christ. 
He is my Saviour and my Lord 
and my God,” You are a coward. 
You do not love‘Him enough to 
risk the sneers of wicked men. You 
do not love Him enough to take. 
sides. | ) 
There are some of you who have 
not followed Jesus in beautiful bap- 
tism. You have never been buried 


in a watery grave signifying your 


identity with the death of Christ, 
that for you it was He died and 
that you count yourself dead with 
Him. You were never raised out of 
that watery grave picturing your 
open profession of faith in His res- 
urrection, and that you were. start- 
ing to live a new life in Him. There 
are some of: you who never joined 
the church.s You. never put your 
name down with those who love 
the Lord. Shame, shame! If you 
were in the United States Army in 
war-time, would you be ashamed 
to wear the uniform? If you are 
(Continued on page three) 


All-Star Contrikutors 
(Continued from pagé one) 


of will have published in 1942 full 
length gospel messages from more 
than a small fraction of this great 
list of all stars who ‘have contrib- 
uted this year already to The 
Sword of the Lord! And besides 
these other writers, the editor has 
many full length gospel sermons 
and much teaching and exhortation 
and sound doctrine for saints and 
sinners. 


The Remarkable Growth of 
This Paper 


We have had a net increase of 
more than 6,500 regular full time 
paid subscriptions to The Sword of 
the Lord in the last two years! 
Hundreds of preachers commend 
the paper in the pulpit. And now 
our subscription ‘campaign is just 
getting into a good swing. Many, 
many Christians have felt led to 
subscribe for their pastors, for rel- 
atives, and friends. We are asking 
you to help us in this matter. If 
you will send in 3 1-year subscrip- 
tions at $1.00 each, we will send 
you free the editor’s brand new 
book, PRAYER — ASKING AND 
RECEIVING which is having such 
a fine reception. Hundreds of or- 
ders are coming in. The 10,000 
copies of this big. book will go rap- 
idly. We want to give you one free 
for your kindness in sending in 3 

1-year subscriptions with $3.00. 

You may pay for the subscrip- 
tions for others or let them give 
you the money to pay for their own 
subscription. Or you may renew 
your own subscription for three 
years. But remember, the three 
years’ subscription must be at the 
regular price, $1.00 a year, or $3.00 
in all. Give names and addresses 
carefully, tell where to send the 
book. We believe God will greatly 
bless your heart with the new book 
on prayer and that every Christian 
home that receives The Sword of 
the Lord as a gift from you will 
be greatly blessed and will thank 
you many times. 

When this campaign is closing 
the last of the month, orders will 
pile up faster than we can fill 
them, so we urge you to send your 
subscription or book orders at once 
So you can get prompt service. The 
new book, PRAYER — ASKING 
AND RECEIVING, should be ready 
to mail to you by the time your 
subscription order comes in after 
you receive this paper. 

Look over the list of illustrious 
men of God whose sermons we 
have already printed in this one 
year, 1942, and then ask yourself 
what you could give to any home 
that would be a greater blessin 
than The Sword of the Lord com- 
ing each week with such gospel 
messages. And remember that this 
unworthy editor will also have 
many pig. 8 messages, straight 


tians and clear 
Bible teaching. 
Send your subscriptions as soon 
to Sword of the Lord 
145 N. Hale Street, 


amor 
aOR 


enenettmactoorrmwwoorore ona oee<s Fess 


a ee ee ee ee ae Ee ee © ee oe OE Ge Ee, | 


Friday, November 6, 1942 


a 


Christians Watching Jesus Die 


(Continued from page two) 


married, are you ashamed to let 
it known that the woman you 
love is your wife? How much less 
ought any Christian ever be 
ashamed to claim Jesus Christ! 


There are some of you who never 
stood publicly to give your testi- 
mony and say, “I love the Lord 
Jesus. I put my trust in Him. He 
is my Saviour.” You never bow 


your head when in a public res-| 


taurant to thank God for a meal, 
because you are afraid of the on- 
jookers. You never take your Bi- 
ble with you to work, on tne street 
car, nor read it at the noon hour, 
because you are afraid of the scoit- 
ing crowd. You hear all kinds of 
biasphemy around you and never 


' open your mouth in protest because 


you don’t want it to be known that 
you are a child of God. You never 
go to a poor, lost sinner and tei 
him that he needs the Saviour, ury- 
ing him to come to Christ. You nev- 
er show people from the Word of 
God, the sweet message of saiva- 
tion, You are a coward! You are a 
disciple of Jesus, “but secretly, for 
fear’’ of somebody. How shameful 
that any child of God, bought by 
the Lord Jesus and saved from Heil 
at such awful cost, should ever be 
afraid to own Him, asham to 
speak out boldly for Jesus before a 
wicked world! 


Your cowardice proves you do 
not love Jesus as much as you 
ought, and that you love the world 
more than you ought. Your cow- 
ardice proves your ingratitude. 
Your cowardice proves how half- 
hearted “is your allegiance to 
Christ. Oh, how we need to take 
heed to that old hymn, “Stand up, 
stand ‘up for Jesus, ye soidiers or 
the cross.’”’ If you are a Christian 
who doesn’t take sides, if you are 
a Christian who never gives your 
testimony, if you are a Christian 
who is not a marked man or a 
marked woman for God, then I beg 
you take heed to the lesson of Jo- 
seph of Arimathaea, ‘a disciple 
of Jesus, but secretly for fear of 
the Jews.’”’ Take sides, so all men 
will know you love Jesus and that 
you earnestly long to see your 
friends saved, too. 


In revival services at Granbury, 
Texas, years ago, a. young woman 
came to me weeping after this ser- 
mon, and said, “I have found what 
is wrong with me tonight. I am a 
coward, I have asked half a dozen 
preachers to go talk to my lost 
brother, but I have never one time 
told him I was praying for him 
nor tried to get him to be saved. 
I have been a coward. I was afraid 
of what he would think or say.” 

And so some of you let your own 
children go to Hell and never tell 
them how to be saved. Some of 
you wives, it may be, weep in se- 
cret and earnestly desire to see 
your husbands saved, but you nev- 
er tell them so. Some of you men, 
God help you, never have thanks 
at the table because you are cow- 
ards. Some of you_never start the 
family altar, never read the Bible 
with your family nor pray with 
them, because you are like Joseph, 
afraid of the opinion, even, of your 
own family. Oh, physically you 
may be brave enough. It may be 
you played polo or football, and 
are willing to face the guns of the 
enemy in the army, but you do not 
have the moral courage and char- 
acter to stand up for Jesus where 
you are, and to let people know 
that you love Him and trust Him! 

If that be your case, dear friend, 
I would confess my cowardice to 
Jesus, and resolve that, God help- 
ing me, I would go on record. I 
would confess“ Christ openly. I 
would witness to my family about 
Christ and salvation. I would let 
my fellow workers know that I am 
saved. I would give my testimony 
in public. I would follow Christ 
openly, boldly, gladly. Joseph at 
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last forsook that wicked sin and 
came boldly to Pilate to ask the 
body.of Jesus. Take up your cross 
today and follow Jesus openly, 
boldly. 


lll. Simon Peter the Backslider, 
Ashamed, Beaten, Discouraged, 
But Beloved Still, Aeneas 


Jesus Die 


When I first preached on this 
Subject, I searched through the 
gospel of Matthew, but could find 
no reference to Peter in the ac- 
count of the crucifixion. Mark did 
not mention that Peter was there 
when Jesus died, nor did Luke, nor 
did John. Yet I knew that Peter 
must have been there, so I men- 
tioned Peter as one who watched 
Jesus die. And later I found in I 
Peter 5:1 a statement, ‘‘The elders 
which are among you I exhort, who 
am also an elder, and @ witness of 
the sufferings of Christ.’ Péter, too 
—the backslider—saw Jesus die. 


It was only last night at supper 
that Peter said, “Though I should 
die with thee, yet will I not deny 
thee” (Matthew 26:35). There Je- 
sus had given him the solemn 
warning that before the cock 
should crow Peter~ would three 
times deny Him, that his spirit 
was willing but that the flesh was 
weak. Peter did not believe the 
}warning, and said, “Though I 
should die with thee, yet will [ not 
deny thee.” How many, many 
Christians have felt the same cer- 
tainty, and yet have fallen into sin. 


Someone reads this, no doubt, 
who, when temptation came, de- 
nied Jesus, to all practical pur- 
poses, and fell into sin. Peter nev- 
er thought that he would become a 
backslider, that he would deny the 
Saviour and curse and lie and 
swear, He knew that he loved the 
Lord Jesus. He knew that he had 
been born again. Oh, he surely 
never could go back to the old life 
of sin! So he thought. But he did 
go back to sin. He sat for awhile in 
the influence of that mocking 
crowd around the campfire, with 
the soldiers that would crucify the 
Saviour and with the servants of 
the high priest, and soon his cour- 
age was all gone. When a mocking 
girl said to him, “Thou also wast 
with Jesus of Galilee,’ he denied 
before them all, and said, “I know 
not what thou sayest.” Then again 
another said about him to the as- 
sembled crowd, “This fellow was 
also with Jesus of Nazareth.” And 
again he denied, and with an oath 
said, ‘I do not know the man! How 
startling strange for Peter! And 
then the third time, those stand- 
ing by said, “Surely thou also art 
one of them; for.thy speech be- 
wrayeth thee.” And, we are told, 
“Then began he to curse and to 
swear, saying “I know not the 
man.” I suppose they were con- 
vinced—such cursing and swearing 
did not sound like a preacher, did 
not sound like a follower of the 
Lord Jesus. But the words were 
scarce gone out of his mouth until, 
that early morning, the cock 
crowed, and Peter remembered the 
words of the Saviour, “Before the 
cock crow thou shalt deny me 
thrice.” Then, with a broken heart, 
filled with shame and regret, he 
“went out, and wept bitterly.” 
(See Matthew 26:69-74). I can im- 
agine with what agitation of heart 
and what remorse of soul Peter 
stood away out in that crowd and 
watched Jesus die. I can imagine 
that he said to himself, “I dare 
not get any nearer. If He should 
look me in the face, He might 
curse me. I was the chief of the 
apostles. I swore I would die with 
Him, I wouldn’t pray when He 
warned me. I was bold and: foolish 
and boastful, God forgive me! Now, 
what would Jesus say if I came up 
near the cross!” ; 

I can imagine that Peter said to 
himself, “I suppose I never was 
saved. If I had really been born 

I could never have done such 


sweet parables, the beloved and 
Master — that I 


went out in the dark to weep. A 


“| dawn. 
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from his old sins” (II Peter 1:9). 

Perhaps someone reads this who 
says, “I guess I was mistaken. I 
thought I was saved,-but I surely 
wouldn’t have sinned as I have if 
I had truly been saved. Maybe I 
was not really born again. I have 
lost all my happiness and joy, and 
I do-not have the witness of the 
spirit that I am God’s child. 


I remember the sorrows of the 
backslider which I experienced. 
“Thine own wickedness shall cor- 
rect thee, and thy backslidings 
shall reprove thee: know. therefore 
and see that it is an evil thing and 
bitter, that thou hast forsaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my fear 
is not in thee, saith the Lord God 
of hosts” (Jeremiah 2:19). 


And Proverbs 14:14 says, “The 
backslider in heart shall be filled 
with his own ways:”’ Oh, the bitter- 
ness of heart with which Peter 


preacher, an apostle, and cursing 
and swearing and lying like a 
drunken sailor! And the bystanders 
were convinced he was not a Chris- 
tian. No doubt some of the other 
disciples may have thought, ‘Well, 
he certainly had me fooled. The 
old hypocrite, listen to him deny 
the Saviour, and curse and swear! 
Surely he never was a child of 
God!” But if anybody thought that, 
they were mistaken. Peter was tru- 
ly God’s child and loved the Sav- 
iour Whom he had so shamefully 
denied and mistreated. The casual 
onlooker would: not know with 
what bitterness of soul he wept as 
he went out into the early morning 


Peter went back to his fishing, 
you remember. I suppose he. said, 
“Well, I am all washed up as a 
preacher. No one would ever listen 
to me again. No one would have 
any confidence in me. I could not 
have the effrontery to stand before 
a congregation as a preacher of the 
gospel, a minister and an apostle 
of Christ. So I will have to go back 
to making my living by fishing.” 

Do you remember that lovely 
story in John 21, where the Sav- 
iour came to the seaside in the 
early morning light a few days 
later? They had fished all night 
and had caught nothing, and when 
the spiritually-minded John per- 
ceived that it was Jesus Who stood 
and called to them from the shore 
and told them to let down the nets 
so that they caught 158 great 
fishes —- when Peter saw it was 
Jesus, he jumped out of the boat 
and swam hastily to shore. Oh, the 
fire in his bones, the longing to 
have his sin confessed and forgiv- 
en! As they ate the breakfast of 
fish cooked on the coals by the 
Saviour Himself, Peter’s heart 
burned within him. And when at 
last Jesus broached the subject and 
said, “Simon, son of Jonas lovest 
thou me?” and repeated it three 
times, Peter, with a broken heart, 
answered, ‘Lord, thou knowest all 
things, thou knowest that I love 
thee!” Ah, yes, Peter did love the 
Lord Jesus. Peter was a saved man. 
Even though he was a poor back- 
slider when he saw Jesus die, and 
though Satan had desired to sift 
him as wheat, God did not let him 
go through the sifter. Jesus said, 
“I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not” (Luke 22: $2). 
Satan did not get Peter! He was 
God’s own child, kept by the blood. 
Jesus had prayed for him, had in- 
terceded before the Father, and 
Jesus never lost one of His own, 
never cast one out! And a few days 
later, less than two months after 
Peter had cursed and sworn and 
had denied his Lord; he was stand- 
ing on a corner in Jerusalem 
preaching with the power of God 
and three ‘thousand souls were 
saved at Pentecost! 


If someone today faces the cru- 
cified Saviour, realizing you have 
wounded Him, have grieved Him, 
perhaps have denied Him; if you 
have disgraced your profession of 
faith in Christ, have lost the joy 
of salvation, have even lost the as- 
surance that your sins are forgiven, 
}oh, poor backslider, come on back 
to Jesus! He loves you still. You 
belong to Him still! He will never 
let you. go. You are bought with 
too great a price for God to ever 
lose you. God may chastise you, 
| as He does every son that He re- 
ceives, but He will never turn one 
of His own over to Satan. 

Remember that the Lord Jesus 


So | 


trust in the Saviour already has 
everlasting life and shall not come 
into condemnation. He is already 
passed out of death into life. And 
Jesus said in John 3:16 that such 
an one should never perish. And 
then in John 10:27-29 Jesus said, 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: 
And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand. My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand.” 


One statement of faith says, “We 
believe in the perseverance of the 
saints.” I do not! I am not trust- 
ing in my perseverance. Rather I 
believe in the preservation of the 
saints. Psalm 37:28 says, “For the 
Lord loveth judgment, and forsak- 
eth not his saints; they are pre- 
served for ever.” Peter did not per- 
severe very well, but he was pre- 
served. And you, poor backslider, 
are preserved and kept. God has 
not forsaken you. He loves you yet. 
You area poor, sorry, disobedient 
child, but His child yet. Oh, I beg 
you, come back to the cross and 
face the dying, risen, living Sav- 
iour and confess to Him your back- 
sliding and He will forgive it all. 


Thank God I have proven for 
myself, as millions of other sin- 
ning saints have, that “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all righteousness.”’ 
If you have drifted and lost your 
joy and your testimony, confess 
your sin and start over today, and 
He will give you joy and blessing 
again. 

Beloved Christian, will you find 
yourself? If you are in the inner 
circle, on fire for God, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, then take heed 
to your life and service. If you 
have been a coward, then begin 
boldly to confess Christ and win 
souls. Stand up for Jesus! And if 
you are a poor backslider, then 
confess your backsliding today 
and come home to the Saviour’s 
arms where you belong! He loves 
you still and will forgive and 
cleanse the moment you confess 
your sins, 


(Next week, the Lord willing, 
there will be another sermon from 
the same Scripture, entitled ‘Lost 
Sinners at the Cross of Christ.’’) 
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CHATTANOOGA 
REVIVAL 


BY ROBERT M. STIMSON, D.D. 
Pastor Second Presbyterian Church 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 


Dr: John R. Rice conducted a 
series of meetings in the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, October lith through 
the 25th. Rev. Elmer Piper and 
Mrs. Piper of Decatur, Alabama, 
and Mr. Jimmy Smith of Chatta-_ 
nooga, had charge of the music. 


Two services were held each week- 
day except Saturday, and three 


services on Sunday. The strong 


Gospel sermons by Dr. Rice and 
the beautiful music by the Pipers 
and Mr. Smith attracted people 
from the whole community. As 
we had hoped, this was an inter- 
denominational meeting. Many oth- 
er denominations prayed and 
worked as earnestly as the Pres- 
byterians. The attendance increased 
each day both at the morning and 
evening service. In addition to the 
meetings in the Church, Dr. Rice 
and his associates brought mes- 
sages to many of our schools. Ap- 
proximately 1200 children and 
young people made their decision 
for’ Christ. 

It is impossible to estimate the 
results of such a campaign. Scores 
of people have asked for prayer. 
Many family altars have been es- 
tablished. Hundreds of ‘Christians 
have rededicated their lives to 
Christ and seventy-nine have ac- 
cepted Christ as their Saviour in 
Services in the church. The Sec- 
ond Church is very thankful that 
God sent Dr. Rice to conduct these 
services. Any church expecting to 
have a series of evangelistic meet- 
ings would do well to secure the 
services of this evangelist. 
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( Continued from page one) 
Dr. Harry J. Hager, pastor Beth- 


- any Reformed Church, Chairman 


Committee on Evangelism, Re- 
formed denomination, has a passion 
for souls, a great preacher. 


Dr: H. A. Ironside, pastor Moody 
Church, Chicago, great Christian, 
famous Bible teacher, soul winner. 

Dr. P.. W. Philpott, evangelist, 


_ formerly pastor of Moody Church, 
Chicago, and Church of the Open 
‘ Door, Los Angeles. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, editor 
The Sword of the Lord. 


Singers and Musicians 


Professor Talmage J. Bittikofer 
of Moody Bible Institute, master 
song leader. 

Mrs. Bittikofer, Pianist. 

Professor Elbert Thurwalden 
Tindley, nationally known, Spirit- 
filled, colored soloist. 

Mrs. Tindley, coloratura soprano 
accompanist. 

Dr. Robert J. Wells, cornettist 
and song leader. 

Other Spirit-filled singers will 
bless your heart. 


Radio Programs 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins has been 
asked by the Christian Business 
Men’s Committee to speak Monday 
through Friday in their downtown 
service, at the Erlanger Theater, 
127 N. Clark, Chicago, from 12:30 


-to 1:00 p.m. daily, broadcast on 


radio WJJD. 

Radio WMBI has most generous- 
ly allowed us The Bread of Life 
program at 1:00 to 1:30 p.m. daily, 
Monday through Friday, Nevember 


9-13. 


Evangelist’ John R. Rice ‘will 
preach Monday and Tuesday, Dr. 
Harry J. Hager on Wednesday, Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith, Thursday and 
Friday. 


Complete Program 


Complete program, subject to 
necessary revision as the Lord 
leads is given as follows: 


SUNDAY, November 8, 10:00 a. 

m. Special music, the Tindleys. 
Speaker, Dr. John R. Rice. 
3:00 p.m, Song leading by Dr. 
-- J. Wells, special music by the 
Tindleys Speaker Dr. Joe Henry 
Hankins, “Prayer for Revival.” 

7:30 p.m. Song leading by Prof. 
Talmage J. Bittikofer, special mu- 
sic, the Tindleys. Speaker, Dr. 
John R. Rice. 


MONDAY, November 9, 2:30 p. 
m. Song leader, Dr. R. J. Wells, 
Special music, the Tindleys. Bible 
teaching on soul winning power, 
John R. Rice. Message on revival, 
Dr. Hankins. 

7:15 p.m. Song service, Prof. Tal- 
mage J. Bittikofer. Special music, 


‘the Tindleys. Bible teaching on soul 


winning, John R. Rice. Evangelistic 
message, Dr. Joe Henry Hankins. 


TUESDAY, November 10, 2:30 
p.m. Song leader, Dr. R. J. Wells, 
Special music, the Tindleys. Bible 
Study on soul winning, John R. 
Rice. Bible teaching, “The Greatest 
of Our Unused Resources” by Dr. 
P. W. Philpott. 

7:15 p.m. Song leader, Dr. R. J. 
Wells. Special music, the Tindleys 
and others. ‘How God’s People 
Can Have Revival” by Dr. Joe Hen- 


ry Hankins. Closing Message 


“World-Wide Evangelism and Mis- 
sions After the War,” by John R. 
_ Rice. dissiona) 


WEDNESDAY, November 11, 2: 
30 p.m. Song leading, Dr. R. J. 
Wells. Special music, the Tindleys. 
Bible message, “The Soul Winner’s 
Secret” by Dr. Harry J. Hager. 


_ “How to Have a Revival,’’ Cont’d, 
_Dr. Hankins. 


7:15 p.m. Song leader, Prof. Bit- 


_tikofer. Special music, the ‘Tind- 


leys. Bible message, “The Power of 
Pentecost and How to Have It,” 
Evangelist John R. Rice. Evange- 


listic message, Dr. Joe Henry Han- 


_ THURSDAY, November 12, 2:30 
z p.m. Song leader, Dr. R. J. Wells. 


music, the Tindleys. Bible 


os i. vival ‘Plans and Prenat. 
a Dr. Joe a. Hankins, 
va! 4 stic message, Dr 


; leader, Dr. R Wells, 


October 11 to 25 were fifteen pre- 
cious days which God gave the edi- 
tor at the Second Presbyterian 
Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
God graciously poured out’ His 
blessings. The campaign was well 
prepared for by a strong committee 
of laymen, and by the noble pas- 
tor, Dr. Robert “M. Stimson. Dr. 
Stimson has a brief report of the 
campaign elsewhere in this issue. 

The crowds grew to the very last, 
with about 200 attending the week 
day noon services in the church 
the last week, and according to Dr. 


At Last! 


(Continued from page one) 


9. Praying for Anything and Ev- 
erything You Want 

. Praying in the Will of God 

. Definite Praying — 

. “Have Faith in God.” 

. Just Pray! 

. Praying Through 

. Why Fast and Pray? 

. Big Prayers to an Almighty 
God , 


. Does God Work Miracles To- 
day? 

. Miracles Today, Cont’d 

. Hindrances to Prayer 

. Hindrances to Prayer, Cont’d 

. The Sin of-Prayerlessness 


. There are 328 pages. The book is 
large with pages 8 x 5% inches, is 
1 5/8 inches thick. It is bound in 
blue cloth, has a blue printed jack- 
et with picture of the author, etc. 
There is a fine introduction by Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith, pastor of The 
People’s Church, Toronto, Canada. 
The book weighs, wrapped, nearly 
two pounds. 


Yours Free with 3 1-Year Subscrip- 
tions to ‘The Sword of the Lord’ 


A great Christian publishing 
firm read this manuscript and 
wanted to publish the book, but 
they felt they must have $2.00 a 
volume for it. Another internation- 
ally known publisher asked that 
they might have the manuscript 
to consider publishing it. But we 
have made the price only $1.25 a 
copy and have printed 10,000 cop- 
ies in the first printing so we could 
reach multitudes who might not 
buy a $2.00 book. You may buy 
the book for $1.25 or 4 copies for 
$5.00. But if you will send us 3 
1-year subscriptions to The Sword 
of the Lord at $1.00 a year you 
may have this book absolutely free 
as our gift. The subscriptions may 
be new or renewal, for yourself or 
others, just so you send $3.00 for 
the three years. Give names and 
addresses carefully and tell where 
to send the book. Thus we give 
you a Christmas present, and you 
can give others one of the best 
presents in the world, a year’s sub- 
scription to The Sword of the Lord. 


Look this list of chapter titles 
over again. Doesn’t it make you 
hungry to read this book? How 
many of your questions will be an- 
swered! How much your faith will 
be stimulated and how clear will 
become the privilege of prayer and 
the way to get things from God! 


Send the names and addresses 
with $3.00 today to Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, 145 N. Hale St., 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


special music, the Tindleys. A Bible 
study on revivals, Dr. Harry J. 
Hager. Message by Dr. Joe Henry 
Hankins, “The Joy of Following 
Christ After the Lost.” 


7:15 p.m. Song leader, Dr. Rob- 
ert J. Wells. Special music, the 
Tindleys. “The Man God Uses’ by 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith. Closing evan- 
géelistic message, Dr. Joe Henry 
Hankins, 


SATURDAY, November 14. Song 
leader, Prof. Bittikofer. Special re- 
quest program of solos and duets 
by the Tindleys. World missions 
and evangelism message, illustrat- 
ed 4 pictures, by Dr. Oswald J. 
Smi 


SUNDAY, November 15, 10:00 a. 
m. Special music by the Tindleys. 
tt aaeaenate. Dr. Oswald J. Smith. 

3:00 p.m. Song service led by 
Dr. R. J. Wells. Special music by 
the Tindleys and others. Message 
on revivals by Dr. H. A. Ironside. 

7:15 p.m. Song service led by 
Prof. Bittikofer. Special music, the 
Tindleys. : on “Absolute 
Surrender, ” Dr. Oswald J. Smith. 

God’s Call,” Evange- 
list John R. Rice. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Editor Réiolcing Over 
Blessings at Chattanooga 


Stimson’s records, there were sev- 
enty-nine professions of faith in 
the services in the church, besides 
many backsliders who came back 
to the Lord and His service. The 
loyal backing of the pastor, the 
grand music led by Rev. and Mrs. 
Elmer Piper and Jimmie Smith, 
and the fine personal soul win- 
ning combined with God’s blessings 
to make it a memorable and hap- 
py campaign. 


I consider it remarkable thet 


great number of doors opened to 
me and to Rev. and Mrs. Piper. I 
spoke at Bob Jones College in 
Cleveland, Tennessee, at the Bap- 
tist Pastors’ Conference in Chatta- 
nooga, at Baylor Military Acad- 
emy, and at about twelve public 
schools, including junior high 
schools and high schools, some for 
white, some for colored pupils. 
Through the leadership of Dr. Mc- 
Callie at the head of McCallie Mili- 
tary Academy, a fine prep school, 
the Chattanooga public schools 
have installed Bible teaching in the 
schools, and all these Bible teach- 
ers are fundamentally sound, and 
are principally from Columbia Bi- 
ble College and Moody Bible Insti- 
tute. Hence, when I was invited by 
these Bible teachers to speak in 
public schools, I was treated as a 
distinguished guest, entire schools 
(except the pupils below the fourth 
grade when I spoke in grade 
schools) were assembled to hear 
me preach the gospel. And usually 
I was given as much time as I de- 
sired. In every case I was given 
absolute freedom to preach and to 
give an invitation to accept Christ. 
In about a dozen schools I spoke to 
over 7,000 pupils from the fourth 
grade through high school grades, 
and there were over 1,200 pupils, 
who after most careful teaching, 
stood to claim Christ as Saviour. 
In some cases, Bible teachers pres- 
ent asked those who had then tak- 
en Christ as Saviour to see them 
after the service and give their 
names and addresses. In every case 
it was expected that the teacher 
would check up on the results more 
carefully in the Bible classes in 
the succeeding days. 


In one case, which I think was 
typical, in the next Bible class af- 
ter I spoke, the teacher asked a 
room full of pupils how many were 
Christians. All nineteen of the pu- 
pils insisted that ‘they were. She 
said, “Then it must have been re- 
cently that you were saved. Will 
you tell me when?” Two of the 
nineteen had previously trusted 
Christ, and seventeen insisted that 
they were “saved yesterday when 
Brother Rice was here.” That was 
a class in a junior high school, I 
believe. 

When I say that over 1,200 
claimedChrist, I have already de- 
ducted a large per cent for any 
who may not have fully understood 
their profession, or may have been 
insincere. It was one of the mos’ 
moving and blessed experiences . 
have ever had. I have spoken ofte1. 
in schools, but never with more 
hearty reception from the teachers, 
and never to as ripe and well pre- 
pared an audience of pupils. I have 
no doubt that regular teaching of 
the Bible in the schools by funda- 
mentally sound teachers prepared 
the way, and many prayer meet- 


‘ings enlisted God’s help in the 


great harvest. 


I spoke fifty-two. times in the 
fifteen days, and was sorry that for 
lack of time I could not accept the 
kind invitation of Dr. Rudd, pres- 
ident of William Jennings Bryan 
University at Dayton, Tennessee, to 
speak there. And other schools I 
could not visit for lack of time. 


It was a joy to have dinner with 
Boyd Hargraves, Christian lawyer, 
layman, and soul-winner who has 
led in the organization of 161 clubs 
of Christian laymen in that area 
who do personal soul winning. I 
was also the guest of Dr. and Mrs. 
Harris Gregg in their lovely home 
on Lookout Mountain. 

I spoke eight times on the Radio 
Revival program led by Rev. T. 
Perry Brannon, and on another ra- 
dio once. 

Words fail to express my appre- 
ciation of Dr. Robert M. Stimson, 
the pastor of the Second Presby- 
terian Church. Our fellowship was 
sweet, and he and Mrs. Stimson I 


|The Virgin Birth 


(Continued from page one) 


flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father), 
full of grace and truth” (John 1: 
14). And Paul speaks of ‘‘“God man- 
ifest in the flesh” (I Tim. 3:16). 
If Joseph was His father, then the 
Word (Jesus Christ) was not made 
flesh, nor is it true that He dwelt 
among ‘us. And certainly He was 
not the only begotten Son of God. 
And on no account could He have 
been “God manifest in the flesh.”’ 
If He had a human father He was 
man and not God. Hence, accord- 
ing to both John and Paul, He was 
virgin born 

Strange, is it not, that Scripture 
makes no reference to an earthly 
father. Not one of the writers of 
the New ‘Testament, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, 
James, Jude, not one of them even 
hints at human fatherhood. Surely 
if He had been born of man one 
of them would have said something 
about it. But they are silent, every 
last one of them. 

Moreover, Jesus Himself never 
called Joseph, or any other man, 
His father. He spoke of Mary, His 
mother, but never of Joseph, His 
father. Whenever He referred to 
His Father, He spoke of God. 
Again and again He said that God 
was His Father. 

If it be argued that Mark and 
John do not tell the story of the 
virgin birth, I answer, why should 
they? Mark tells nothing of the 
childhood of Jesus at all. He com- 
mences his narrative with His ac- 
tive ministry. John, who wrote lat- 
er, has the accounts of both Mat- 
thew and Luke before him. Why 
should he add anything of his own? 
The facts had already been stated. 
He dealt for the most part, with 
incidents in the life of Christ omit- 
ted by the synoptics. 


Bear in mind that the chapters 
containing the virgin birth are in 
every ancient manuscript. If they 
are to be rejected then the entire 
books of Matthew and Luke must 
be discounted. To accept one chap- 
ter and reject another is prepos- 
terous. If Matthew and Luke write 
truth in the latter parts of their 
books, then they wrote truth in the 


cient ‘manuscripts are concerned 
there is-no reason to cast reflection 
on the virgin birth of the Son of 
God. 

The writers of the New Testa- 
ment all refer to the incarnation. 
Are we going to reject their evi- 
dence on such an important issue 
and accept it on questions of minor 
value? Are they not trustworthy? 
Did they not write by inspiration? 
Have we the right to believe one 
thing and reject another, to accept 
them as authoritative on some is- 
sues and not on others? God for- 
bid! 

ll. The Church Has Always Be- 


lieved in the Virgin Birth 

One thing is certain. The whole 
Church has believed universally in 
the virgin birth all down the cen- 
turies. That argument alone should 
suffice. Only small groups here and 
there have rejected the doctrine. 
And these groups, for the most 
part, are numbered with the false 
cults of today. The great bodies of 
Christendom for nineteen hundred 
years have accepted the virgin 
birth. 

As a matter of fact it is the 
creed of all the Churches. To doubt 
it is to reject the testimony of the 
greatest leaders of the Christian 
faith and to deny the authority of 
the Church as a whole. 


Hl. The Sinless Nature of Jesus 
Necessitated a Virgin Birth 
If Joseph was the father of Je- 


revival. Many pastors were won- 
derfully kind, and there were often 
five or six of them in the noon 
meeting. We found a great demand 
for the editor’s books in Chatta- 
nooga. One Christian man bought 
$250 worth of them for a Presby- 
terian missionary to distribute on 
his field among mountaineers. I 
gave away over $100 worth, and 
have promised to send a copy of 


every school child in Chattanooga 
where Bible teachers or school prin- 
or other teachers promise 

to give them away carefully. 
People’s hearts are hungry for 


revival, and praise the Lord, He is} 


ee or ee, ae 
His as ever when we 
reser face with the whole 


beginning as well. So far as the an- |“ 


sus, then He inherited sin just like am 


the rest of us and hence needed a 
Saviour Himself. He had to be sin- 
less in order to be the Saviour of 
the world. And to be sinless He 
had to be virgin born. If not, then, 
others, though sinful, can save. 
And He is not the unique Saviour 
that He claims to be. 


No man believes himself to be 
the Saviour of the world today. For 
men know that they are sinners 
themselves and that they cannot 
therefore save others. Man needs to 
be saved. 


IV. The Silence of His Mother 
Proves the Virgin Birth — 


Jesus claimed to be the Son of 
God. For that He was to die. His 
mother, above all others, knew 
whether or not His claim was true. 
She knew the facts regarding His 
conception. Mary could not have 
forgotten. She knew perfectly well 
whether or not He had a human 


father. 


And yet she remained silent. 
Think of it! His own mother, when 
just a word from her lips would 
have saved Him. And, oh, how ea- 
gerly she would have spoken that 
word had it been possible, even 
though through shame she had 
kept the awful secret to herself for 
more than thirty-three years. Ah, 
yes, in that fearful crisis hour 
Mary would have confessed had 
she been guilty, as any mother 
would, in order to save her son. 


She of all women would have 
told them that He had not been 
born of the Holy Ghost, but that 
Joseph or some other man was His 
father. But not a word did she ut- 
ter. She let them nail Him, her 
Son, to a cross. She saw and felt 
His sufferings. She listened to His 
heart-rending cry, “My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’’ 
Yet she uttered not a word. Her 
lips were closed. No, Mary could 
not save Him, for well she knew 
that no man had touched her until 
after He had been born. And so 
the silence of His own mother, I 
say, proves the virgin birth. 


V. The Fact That His Enemies 
Never Disproved His Virgin Birth 
Is Conclusive Evidence 


No stone has been left unturned. 
Every effort that diabolical ingen- 
uity could devise has been used to 
disprove the virgin birth. Infidels, 
agnostics, atheists and unbelievers 
all down the centuries have tried 
to discount it, but in vain. 


Haw quickly the scribes and 
Pharisees, the priests and others 
would have produced the evidence 
if they could have. How eagerly 
would the enemies of the Early 
Church have exploded it if it was 
indeed only a theory, a supersti- 
tious belief. All they had to do was | 
to compel Mary to confess her sin. 
All that was necessary was to find 
the man. But this they could not do 
for there was no man. Jesus was 
virgin born. 

And so I say it is up to the un- 
believers to disprove the virgin 
birth. How, I ask, are they going 
to do it? I do not have to prove 
it; it is self-evident. It has always 
been acceptéd. But now that they 
have denounced it, let them bring 
forth their arguments and let them 
prove it false. 

If the unbelievers of this genera- 
tion can prove to my satisfaction 
that Jesus Christ was not virgin 
born, I will cast aside my faith and 
follow them in their own unbelief. 
But until then I am going to stand 
by the old truths and maintain my 
position as a believer in the virgin 
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


(From the book, The Lord Is 
Calling, published in England. by 
Marshall, Morgan, and Scott. Used 
by special agreement with Dr. 
Smith and with grateful acknowl- 
edgement to the publishers.) _ 
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